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A Committee Meeting will be held 
on 
Monday 12 November 1979 
at 
2.45 p.m. 


in 0.11 (Old Chemistry Building) 


1. Minutes for the Committee Meeting of 8 October 1979. 
2 Ji 2e/)~ 
2. Matters Arising. = C ewtten1 jel (Tfe aii 


( 
- Nominations for President Elect. han Warne , t4 


3 
lh. Treasurer's Report. 
5 
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- Expenses for Officers of the Society. 


» Bristol Conference: final report. 


7. Expenses of conference speakers and chairmen.: 9? 
= i, 
8. 1980 Conference. aoe jaa cled eeu Cpece-ten a 


9. 1981 Conference. 


10. European Conference. 


Alistair Young 


Hon. Secretary 


Zimew 


The British Society for the Philosophy of Science 


Minutes: for the Committee Meeting of 8 October, 1979. 


Present: Mr. Buchdahl (in the Chair), Dr. Gillies, Mr. Hirschmann, 
Mr. Powers, Dr. Williams, and Mr. Younge 


Apologies for absence were received from Dr. Redhead and Professor Wilks. 


1. Minutes of the Committee Meeting of 18 June, 1979: these were approved. 


2. Matters arising from the minutes: 


i) item 3 (Editors' Honorarium): The President 

asked that this should be deferred to the next meeting. 

ii) item 4& (Treasurer's Honorarium): The President 
reported that both the previous and present Treasurers were opposed to 
an Honorarium. The idea of dividing the Treasureship into two was discussed 
but considered impractical. Peter Williams then proposed that the President, 
Secretary and Treasurer should be eligible for entertainment expenses. 
It was suggested that Journal profits could be used to meet the cost, but 
the Treasurer pointed out that there was little danger of the Society 
running into debt this year, were the proposal to be accepted. The 
President argued that the proposal should not apply to the present office 
holders. It was finally agreed to raise the matter at the next meeting 
of the committee for further discussion. 

iii) item 7 (European conferences): The President said 

that he had little to report, and the item was deferred to the next meeting. 


3. Programme of speakers 1980-81: The Secretary suggested the following dates:— 


1980 
13 October 
10 November 
8 December 
1981 12 or 19 January 


9 or 16 Tebruary 
9 or 16 March 

27 April 

18 May 

15 or 22 June 


The second of the alternative dates in January, February and March were 
preferred. The later date in June might be ruled out if U.C. was closed 
at that time. The following were proposed as possible speakers: 
Margaret Boden, David Miller, Kathy Wilks (St. Hilda's College, Oxford), 
Simon Schaffer (St. Johns College, Cambridge) or Richard Jennings (Dept. 
of History and Philosophy of Science, Cambridge), David Bloor or Barry 
Barnes (both of the Science Studies Unit, Edinburgh) and Hugh Mellor. 

As distinguished speakers for the March meeting, Professors Hesse, 
Whitrow and Post were proposed together with Jerzy Giedymin. 


4. Bristol Conference: Organiser's provisional report: The Organiser 


reported that on the most pessimistic calculations, the conference should 
make a profit of £1.97. Some speakers and chairmen had apparently paid 
the registration fee in error. It was agreed that they should not be 
refunded. The Organiser complained that it was embarrassing to ask 
speakers and chairmen to press institutions for funds to cover travel 
costs and asked for a change in the Bye-Laws. It was agreed to raise 

the matter at the next meeting. 
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1980 Conference: The Organiser outlined the following timetable: 


i) Friday evening - The role of Mathematics in Physics 
ii) Saturday morning ~ What makes a good experiment? 
iii) Saturday afternoon - Category theory 
iv) Sunday morning - Quantun Mechanics or Relativity 


Saturday afternoon was thought to be better than Saturday evening for 
a London Conference, since many participants would want to go out on 
Saturday evening. 


1981 Conferetice: The Secretary reported on behalf of the Organiser that 

we could choose between standard accommodation at (1979 prices) £26.00 

for 48 hours and Conference Centre accommodation at £36.00. It seemed 
possible that we might get a grant from the University of Essex to cover 
part or all of the difference. The committee decided that if a grant 

could be obtained covering no less than 75% of the difference, the Organiser 
shonid opt for Conference Centre accommodation, 


Review of the Year's business: 


i) Editorship of the Journa?: The Secretary 
pointed out that the present Editors would reach the end of their present 
term of office in October 1980. They would be eligible to be elected for 
a further three years. The President said that he had discussed the matter 
with the present Editors who said that they would be willing to continue / 
if pressed, but that there was a danger of the L.S.E. being host to? ef) 
Journal for too long. The Secretary reported that Jerzy Giedymin/would be ae 
willing to take over and that logistical support might be provided by Sussex. 7 
ii) Ordinary members of the Committee: The Law Ce 
Secretary reported that 2 places on the committee would fall vacant in cabo ia ) 
iii) The Secretaryship: The Secretary said that 
he was not certain that he could continue after March 1980. Peter Urbach 


March 1980. 
was mentioned as a possible successor. oy 


4 £) 
Teas: It was decided that teas should no longer be served at the Society's Y hue } 
Ae 


meetings. The price of approximately 50 pence a cup was considered to be = . fer 
much too high. 


A.O.B.: There was none and the meeting ended at 5.05 p.m. 


Alistair Young 


